Season of Annunciation is the
first season in the liturgical

year. A season of waiting in

preparation for the birth of
infant Jesus which begins on the 1st
Sunday of December. We, Syro-Malabar
Catholics traditionally observe the
disciplines of fasting and abstinence of
meat in the Season of Annunciation. True
fast is the estrangement from evil,
temperance of tongue, abstinence from
anger, separation from desires, slander,
and falsehood. | recommend everyone try
their level best to stick with these good
practices to sustain the spirit of 25
Nombu.

Eparchial Assembly was a great time of
attentive listening, thoughtful reflection,
and in-depth analysis to form the future
pastoral plans to build up our Eparchy to
continue the mission of Christ. Being part

of this inaugural historical event fills all

participants with pride, as together, we have
accomplished a significant milestone in the
Eparchy's journey.

Our parish is really thankful to Rev Fr. Jison
Paul Vengassery for the fruitful retreat to our
community.

Get ready to embrace the festive season with
the delightful cultural expression and
creativity from our parishioners,
CHRISTINGLE EVE 2023. Stay tuned for details
and mark your calendar.

As you all know, we have been working hard to
buy a mission house and we are very close to
accomplishing our dream. To raise awareness
and donations to accomplish this mission we
are launching a concert on 2024 May 25
Saturday “CHITHRAVARNAM 2024".

| request your wholehearted support and great
participation for the success of this event.

May God bless you all.

Fr. Thomas Venmanthara (Vicar)
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Christmas Schedule
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Honsa Syre Malabar Catholic Church
Vancouver,

- CHRISTMAS
** SERVICE

(Sun) - 10 PM
(Mon) - 5 PM

Abbotsford:
December 24 (Sun)- 4 PM

Christingle Eve 2023

Join us for our Christmas and New Year
Program "Christingle Eve 2023" on
Saturday, January 6th, 2024, at 6:30 PM.
Tickets, priced at $15 (for ages 10 and

above), covering dinner, will be available for

purchase throughout December and during
the Carol events. Exciting entertainment
programs are in the works at various
ministry levels. All parishioners have been
invited to actively participate in this special
event. For more details, please reach out to
the coordinators: Aneesh K @ 778-682-4900
& Asha Febin @ 204-963-3136
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Upcoming Catechetical Activities:
o December 3: Regular class, Food drive,
Advent Calendar distribution

o December 10: Regular class, Food drive

e December 17: Regular class, Food drive,

Catechism & Pious Association Christmas

Celebration
o December 24: Christmas break

e December 31: Regular class
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CHRISTMAS
CAROLS

Let's come together to share the magic of
Christmas through the timeless tradition
of caroling.

Embracing the joyous spirit of the holiday
season, there will be Christmas Carols at
the family unit level. This heartwarming
event will be coordinated by each of our
family unit leaders, ensuring a delightful
and harmonious celebration of the festive
season. For more details, contact Prince
James (604-499-1116) or Shiju Joseph
(778-707-0182)

Saint Bernadette Church

[rrrn
w bt e Parish Hall 6543 132nd Street
(3] YOESEPM W surrey, BC V3W 4L4

Help us combat hunger in our community
by contributing non-perishable and

ge. unexpired food items. Your support can

makg a real difference in someone’s life.

DROP-OFF LOCATION:

e StAlphonsa Syro-Malahar Church, Surrey, BC
Dates=Dec srd, oth, th zaay



Annual Parish Retreat

The yearly retreat took e O
place at St. Alphonsa ‘
Parish in Vancouver from
Nov 17 to 19, led by Rev.
Fr. Jison Paul. It was a
profound spiritual feast,
and the classes offered
during the retreat were
particularly enlightening.

Children participated in
dedicated sessions
facilitated by the Pious
Association, while adults
engaged in the retreat
activities

Our parishioners were winners in the
Mississauga Eparchial Assembly -
Mission quiz held on November 4,
2023. Congratulations to Meera Jaril,
securing the 1st position at the
Forane level, and Rosin Mathew,
securing the 3rd position at the
Forane level!

Eparchial Assembly

First Mississauga Eparchial Assembly was
held on Nov 9-12 2023 in Toronto.

Fr. Thomas, Lucy Johnson & Sanitha Loyd
attended the assembly representing our
parish.

Eparchy assembly



https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0Dh7zvHAiwLgUoDZbHiahEKF8UgHc7mnja7i2mVkRK9wAFhKf4XhAcCJEntx9aeKYl&id=100069776022464&mi

FIRST EPARCHIAL ASSEMBLY
09-12 NOVEMBER 2023

@ " FIRST EPARCHIAL ASSEMBLY
P o 09-12 NOVEMBER 2023

Altar Se

A sacred vestment ceremony was
conducted on November 26 to warmly
welcome all our new altar servers

https://www.stalphonsabc.org/family-

On November 11, a training session was units/
conducted for all altar servers.

International Youth Day

On November 26, International Youth Day was celebrated with a meet-and-greet
session, bringing together both national and international youth members.

https://www.stalphonsabc.org/family-
units/
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